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TROTT BROOK CEMETERY HISTORY

Trott Brook Cemetery is located in the City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Minnesota. Ramsey was
the Township of Ramsey prior to becoming a city. The cemetery is located on Trunk Highway
47 just north of 173 Ave. Trott Brook runs west to east across Trunk Highway 47 just north of
the cemetery and through property once owned by Joseph Trott. Both the brook and cemetery
were named after him.

What is a cemetery? An unknown author defined a cemetery as a place where lives are
commemorated, deaths are recorded, families are reunited, memories are made tangible and love
is undisguised. Communities accord respect, families bestow reverence, historians seek
information and our heritage is thereby enriched. Testimonies of devotion, pride and
remembrance arc cast in bronze to pay warm tribute to accomplishments and to life, not to the
death, of a loved one. The cemetery is a homeland for memorials that are a sustaining source of
comfort to the living. The cemetery is a history of people, a perpetual record of yesterday and a
sanctuary of peace and quiet today. A cemetery exists because every life is worth loving and
remembering — Always.

Cemetery grave monuments, markers and memorials all tell a story to people who pass by and
through a cemetery. The story might be grand and glorious, or solemn and sad, but the story is
what moves people and there is no better place to find stories than the nearest cemetery.
Marking a grave is a tradition that dates back thousands of years and will probably continue for
thousands more.

This story is a history of the cemetery and a bit on the Ramsey population growth along with a
synopsis of the Trott Brook Cemetery burials in each plot and the interrelationship of the people
within each plot and between plots as described in the genealogy section.

Joseph Trott received a Land Patent on April 3, 1857 for 160 acres from which the cemetery land
was provided. A Land Patent documents the transfer of land ownership from the Federal
government to individuals. Joseph’s Land Patent was for the S1/20f Section 2, Township 32N
and Range 25W and for the N1/2 of Section 11, Township 32N and Range 25W. Two of
Joseph’s children were buried in the cemetery about 1858. Joseph and his wife, Esther, deeded a
portion of their property for the cemetery on November 19, 1868. The portion that was deeded
was 8 rods (132 feet) by 12 rods (198 feet) in the southwest corner of their Section 2 Land Patent
property. The deed was filed on November 25, 1868 with Anoka County (See Figure A on page
3). The first recorded burial occurred in 1868.

Many of the people buried at Trott Brook had farmsteads in the area around the cemetery from
the 1850s to the early 1900s. Early farmsteads were, in many cases, obtained with Land Patents,
which provided proof of ownership. The following people buried at Trott Brook received Land
Patents in the area - Joseph Trott (1857), Samuel Littlefield (1855), Andrew J. McKenney
(1855), father to Melvin McKenney, William Tennison (1856), husband of Zilpha Trott
Tennison and Sarah Cooper Porter Tennison, John Butterfield (1887), Isaac C. Varney (1854),
William Varney (1854) and John W. Hill (1874), father to Jesse Hill. Several burials have come
primarily from descendants and relatives of these people.
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ORIGINAL TROTT BROOK CEMETERY DEED
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FIGURE A



